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 +  Gathering  +

Prelude Today’s prelude includes pieces that were among Elizabeth’s favorites:
 “Divinum Mysterium”  Plainsong, 13th century 
  setting by David von Kampen
 “Pachelbel Canon” Johann Pachelbel
  arr. Malte Meyn
 “Sheep May Safely Graze” J.S. Bach
 “O God Beyond All Praising” from Gustav Holst, The Planets 
  arr. Dan Forrest and John Hudson
 “Largo” from Xerxes G.F. Handel

Gathering  Please stand as you are able and turn to the rear of the church.
  We gather in the name of Jesus, whose life of love and service transforms us. We are 

gathered, in grief and in gratitude, to remember before God our sister, Elizabeth, to 
give thanks for her life, and to commend her to God’s eternal love.

  Please turn to follow the cross in procession.

Hymn  ELW 880: O God beyond All Praising
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Greeting  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
  And also with you.

Prayer of the Day  Let us pray.
  A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
  O God of grace, we remember before you today our sister, Elizabeth. We thank you 

for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Comfort us as we bear the 
pain of her death. Heal our broken hearts with the promise that joy will come again. 
Amen.

  The assembly is seated.

+  Word  +

First Reading  Song of Solomon 2:10–13
  A reading from Song of Solomon:
  10My beloved speaks and says to me:
   “Arise, my love, my fair one,
   and come away;
  11for now the winter is past,
   the rain is over and gone.
  12The flowers appear on the earth;
   the time of singing has come,
  and the voice of the turtledove
   is heard in our land.
  13The fig tree puts forth its figs,
   and the vines are in blossom;
   they give forth fragrance.
  Arise, my love, my fair one,
   and come away.”
  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm  Psalm 121
  The refrain will be sung first by the cantor, then by the assembly, and again by the 

assembly after the verses as indicated.
 Refrain:

   
  1I lift up my eyes | to the hills;
   from where is my | help to come?
  2My help comes | from the Lord,
   the maker of heav- | en and earth.
  3The Lord will not let your | foot be moved
   nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.
  4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
   will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;            Refrain
  5the Lord watches | over you;
   the Lord is your shade at | your right hand;
  6the sun will not strike | you by day,
   nor the | moon by night.
  7The Lord will preserve you | from all evil
   and will | keep your life.
  8The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
   from this time forth for- | evermore.           Refrain

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Second Reading  Romans 12:9–12
  A reading from Romans.
  9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another 

with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not 
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 

  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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  Please stand as you are able.

Sequence Hymn  ELW 258: Unexpected and Mysterious
  Stanza 1 is sung by the cantor before the reading of the Gospel.
  Stanza 2 is sung by the cantor after the reading of the Gospel,  

followed by all singing Stanza 3.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705796.
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Gospel  Luke 1:39–45
  The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
  39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 

40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
  The assembly is seated.

Sequence Hymn  (See previous hymn, page 5.)
  ELW 258: Unexpected and Mysterious
  Stanza 2 is sung by the cantor after the reading of the Gospel,  

followed by all singing Stanza 3.

Reflections and Sermon
  Pastor Craig Mueller

  Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

  Please stand as you are able.

Hymn of the Day  ELW 659: Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
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The Prayers  Let us pray.
  A brief silence is kept.
  Creating God, we thank you for the gift of life.
   (a brief silence)
  From the moment of birth to the moment of our last breath,
  we live amidst the wonder and beauty of all life,
  and we marvel at the gift of what it means to be fully human, fully alive.
  Today we particularly thank you for the gift of Elizabeth’s life,
  a gift to us and to many others in this world.
  In your boundless mercy, hear our prayer.
  Loving God, we thank you for the gift of love;
   (a brief silence)
  for the wonder of human relationships,
  the ability to know another and be known,
  to accept another and be accepted,
  to live in depth of meaning together.
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  And today we particularly thank you for the love we knew from Elizabeth
  and the love we could offer her in return,
  a depth of relationship which makes our grieving even deeper.
  In your boundless mercy, hear our prayer.
  Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of grace;
   (a brief silence)
  for the ability to forgive and be forgiven,
  for opportunities to let go of the past and make fresh beginnings,
  for opportunity to find deep peace in our lives.
  And today we want to let go of any hurt or failure
  in our relationship with Elizabeth.
  May we be enabled to know forgiveness and healing,
  that our continuing memories of Elizabeth be filled with peace.
  In your boundless mercy, hear our prayer.
  God of life, and love, and grace, receive our prayers. Gather them together with 

those in all of time and in all of eternity who have, like us, stood on the brink of a 
new future, with grief too much to bear, a hope shrouded in tears. Yet we cling to the 
promise of spring, life and hope renewed, again. Amen.

Peace  The peace of Christ be with you always.
  And also with you.
  You are invited to share a gesture of peace, such as placing your hand on your heart 

with a bow, saying, “Peace be with you.”
  The assembly is seated.

Setting the Table  The bread and wine are carried forward in procession, a sign that the gifts of 
creation––the wheat and grapes––are made into bread and wine through our human 
gifts and vocations. The bread and wine is a symbol of the offering of our lives in love 
and service, which becomes bread for the world.

  There is A Longing in Our Hearts
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+  Meal  +

  Please stand as you are able.

Great Thanksgiving  The Lord be with you. And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You have loved the world 
and loved us so profoundly by bestowing upon us the gift of creation and the joys of 
human relationship. Therefore we join together in thanksgiving, singing this hymn of 
unending praise:
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Sanctus  ELW 190: Holy, Holy, Holy

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26527.
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
  With all the saints of Africa and Asia,
  India and the islands,
  Europe and the Americas,
  we praise you, O God, for you create the worlds . . .
  . . . Blessed be God forever. Blessed be God forever.
  . . . Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit.
  . . . though Christ Jesus, in your Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

  Our Father in heaven,
   hallowed be your name,
   your kingdom come,
   your will be done,
    on earth as in heaven.
  Give us today our daily bread.
  Forgive us our sins
   as we forgive those who sin against us.
  Save us from the time of trial
   and deliver us from evil.
  For the kingdom, the power,
   and the glory are yours,
   now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
  Taste and see that the Lord is good.
  The assembly is seated.

Communion  All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. As you come forward, please use the 
provided hand sanitizer prior to receiving the bread. Then dip the bread in the wine 
(dark color) or grape juice (light color). If you prefer to come forward for a blessing 
instead, please fold your hands, and the servers will know to give you a blessing. If 
you have difficulty coming forward, please signal an usher, and those distributing will 
be happy to bring Communion to you.

Music “A Chloris” Reynaldo Hahn
  arr. Alain Brunet
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Hymns   ELW 636: How Small our Span of Life
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  Please stand as you are able.

Prayer after Communion 
  God of justice and compassion, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when 

the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and 
to transform the world through our own lives as people who have been nourished by 
this meal of vision and hope. Amen.
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+  Sending  +

Commendation  The ministers take their places at the urn for the commendation.
  Let us commend Elizabeth Ann Izant to the mercy of God who created us for fullness 

of life and the gift of love.
  Silence is kept.
  With a hand placed on the urn, the minister says this prayer.
  Into your hands, merciful God, we commend your servant Elizabeth.
  By your grace, she is at peace;
  she is at peace from the troubles and ailments of this world;
  she is at peace with us;
  she is at peace with God and the universe.
  Her body will return to the earth,
  but her spirit will live on
  in those of us she has influenced through her life and her love.
  Merciful God, with gratitude for her life among us, we pray:
  receive her into your arms of mercy,
  into the blessed rest of everlasting peace.
  Raise her up with all your holy ones,
  and remember her according to the favor you bear for all your people.
  Amen.

Prayer  O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your 
love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

  Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ. Amen.



14

Hymn   ELW 878: Soli Deo Gloria
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  Please be seated for the postlude.
Postlude “Processional” William Mathias

  Following the postlude, all are invited for a time of refreshment and fellowship on the 
west portico and lawn, just outside the main entrance.
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Elizabeth Ann Izant
On Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 
Elizabeth Ann Izant, loving wife 
and mother of two children, died 
in Denver, CO, at the age of 59. 
Elizabeth was born on October 
25, 1960, in Warren, OH, to 
Robert Theodore Izant II and Ann 
Harrington Hunter Izant. Elizabeth 
attended the Kent School in 
Kent, CT, and Kenyon College in 
Gambier, OH, before receiving her 
law degree at Case Western Reserve 
School of Law in Cleveland, OH. 
On October 20, 1990, she married 
the Rev. Kent A. Mueller in 
Wadsworth, OH.

Elizabeth will be remembered as 
one who was curious, encouraging, 
and justice-seeking. She was 
intelligent, engaged, and humorous. She was a loyal 
friend and a supportive sister. She brought a spark of life 
to each day. Several weeks before her death, she was 
asked what brought her the greatest joy. Her response 
was being a mother to her two beloved children: 
daughter, Annika Izant Mueller, and son, Preston Izant 
Mueller. She loved them with all her heart. 

Elizabeth had a passion for music and the arts, playing 
piano and flute, and she took oboe and mandolin lessons 
as an adult. As a child in the 1960’s, Elizabeth enjoyed 
putting on shows with her sisters and neighbors in her 
family’s basement. Starting in 1973, Elizabeth performed 
in summer theatre productions and school productions, 
even playing the lead role of Laurey in Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma! at the University of Durham 
in the United Kingdom. She grew up horseback riding 
and swimming, and she thoroughly enjoyed baking 
using her grandmother’s favorite recipes for sour cream 
cookies and German chocolate cake. 

Elizabeth practiced law in northeastern Ohio before 
moving to Denver and refocusing her life around 
motherhood and serving as a volunteer docent at the 
Denver Art Museum for 12 years. She loved giving 
engaging and entertaining tours to countless school 
children. She also had a passion for tracing her family’s 
genealogy, and she loved facts and history, always 
adding to her treasure of knowledge.

Most of all, Elizabeth loved talking and sharing with 
people. Conversation came easy to her, and she was 

deeply compassionate in her care 
and concern for others, especially 
those who were struggling with 
similar medical issues. She provided 
encouragement to new friends 
around the world through an online 
support group for those with 
cardiomyopathy.

The last twelve years of Elizabeth’s 
life were marked by a series of 
serious health issues that included 
a stroke and a brain tumor in 2008, 
and culminated with a successful 
heart transplant on August 27, 
2019. Elizabeth confronted these 
challenges with both fear and 
courage. Saying “yes” to a heart 
transplant was her gamble for 
life and a renewed future. For a 

brief time, we had hope again. That a rare neurological 
condition related to the transplant would be the cause 
of her death, while her new heart was strong, is deeply 
troubling and profoundly sorrowful.

Elizabeth was preceded in death by her father, Robert 
Theodore Izant II, in 1985, her mother, Ann Harrington 
Hunter Izant, in 1995, and her brother, James R. Izant II, 
in 2013. 

She is survived by her loving husband of 29 years, 
Kent A. Mueller; daughter, Annika Izant Mueller and 
her partner, Zac Stevens, of Denver; son, Preston Izant 
Mueller of Cambridge, MA; siblings Holly (Matthew) 
Izant-McSharry of Riverside, CT, and Phyllis (David 
McInturff) Izant of Tacoma, WA; sister-in-law, Natalie 
Izant of Hilton Head, SC; and eight nieces and nephews. 
Elizabeth’s constant companion of four years has been 
her beloved dog, Orfeo.

Elizabeth had a passion for education. Therefore, 
memorial contributions may be made to the Elizabeth 
A. Izant Memorial Scholarship Fund to provide support 
for students attending Kent State University at Trumbull 
in Warren, Ohio. A preference is given to students that 
have received foster care. Gifts may be made payable to 
the Kent State University Foundation, 350 South Lincoln 
Street, Kent, Ohio 44242 with “Izant Scholarship 
#30953” on the memo line. Online gifts may be given 
at http://ksu.convio.net/Izant which is pre-populated to 
Elizabeth’s scholarship fund.
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May 27, 2022

Welcome
• Restrooms are located 

downstairs beneath the 
west entrance; handicapped 
accessible restrooms are on 
the east side of this level 
in the hallway behind the 
chancel.

• Handicapped parking and 
entrances are available at the 
Fairfax Street and the Elm 
Street entrances. 

• An elevator is available at the 
Fairfax Street entrance. 

• Please make sure your cell 
phones are silenced during 
worship.

5000 East Alameda Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80246

PHONE: 303-388-4678
WEB: www.augustanadenver.org
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Our Gratitude 
Elizabeth’s family is grateful for your 
presence today as we give thanks for her 
life and her love. Following the liturgy, you 
are invited to gather outside on the west 
portico and lawn for a time of refreshments 
and fellowship. We especially appreciate 
the pastors, staff, and people of Augustana 
Lutheran Church for their hospitality and 
assistance with the arrangements for today. 


