Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

5000 East Alameda Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80246

PHONE: 303-388-4678
u u FAX: 303-388-1338
WEB: www.augustanadenver.org
LUTHERAN CHURCH E-MAIL: info@augustanadenver.org

Color: Blue

Worship | Grow | Go

Prayer of the Day

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
ELW 257: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might,
as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times you gave the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save,
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, K6ln, 1710; tr. composite
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705796.

Use this blessing when lighting the first two candles.

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump
of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the
oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people.

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform



our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the
root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations.

O people of hope, come, let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.

Reading | Isaiah 40:1-11
'Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
?Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty 1s paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LoRD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
‘Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
*Then the glory of the LorD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LorD has spoken.”

°A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
¥The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
’Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;



say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
1%See, the Lord Gop comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward 1s with him,
and his recompense before him.
"He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Psalm | Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
"You have been gracious to your land, O LORD;

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
*You have forgiven the iniquity of your people

and blotted out all their sins.
81 will listen to what the LorD God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people

and to those who turn their hearts to you.
*Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,

that your glory may dwell in our land.
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
"Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,

and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
2The LorDp will indeed grant prosperity,

and our land will yield its increase.
PRighteousness shall go before the LorD

and shall prepare for God a pathway.

Gospel | Mark 1:1-8
'The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
Sthe voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,””



*John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. ®Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. ®I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Hymn | ELW 264: Prepare the Royal Highway
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I Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal Kking!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His i8 mno earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule 1s peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let yourpraise be sound-ing for Kkind - ness so a - bound - ing:
N4 Refrain . 1 1
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705796.

Blessing

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,

the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, " now and forever. Amen.



