
  Welcome to worship during this Easter season! Beginning with 
Easter Sunday, 50 days of the church year are spent celebrating 
and contemplating the resurrection. If God is a resurrecting 
God, then what might new life look like for you? We gather to 
proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. In prayer, song, preaching, and 
holy communion, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart 
to share this good news with all the world. Alleluia!

  Congregational singing is not advised as of yet. Please listen to 
AVE during the liturgy and hymns as we worship together. You 
are welcome to hum along. It is anticipated that this restriction 
will end once a larger percentage of people are vaccinated in 
the community. 

Prelude  Adagio, from Sonata I, Op. 65     –Felix Mendelssohn 
   Daniel Romero, organ

Welcome

Thanksgiving for Baptism
  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins.
  Alleluia! Christ is risen.
  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give 
thanks for the gift of baptism.

  Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister 
gives thanks.

  We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us 
new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless 
you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled 
waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams 
that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. 

  Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in 
fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us 
one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with your 
mercy. 

  The love of Christ brings healing, hope, and new life. May we 
be strengthened with these gifts on our journey, in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Gathering Song  God Is Love
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Note: When guitar and keyboard play together, keyboardists should improvise using the guitar chords above the melody.

Text: 87 87 D; Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt.; fr. Sermons and Hymns.
Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH; Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1907–1991, © 1942, renewed 1970, Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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Note: When guitar and keyboard play together, keyboardists should improvise using the guitar chords above the melody.

Text: 87 87 D; Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt.; fr. Sermons and Hymns.
Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH; Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1907–1991, © 1942, renewed 1970, Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705796.

Greeting  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

  The joy and peace of God be with you all.  
And also with you.
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Canticle of Praise



5
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Prayer of the Day Let us pray.
  O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys 

beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for 
you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading  Acts 10:44–48
  A reading from Acts.
  44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 

who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come 
with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can 
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 
him to stay for several days.

  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm  Psalm 98
  The refrain will be sung first by the cantor, then by the assembly, 

and again by the assembly after the verses as indicated.
 Refrain:

  
  1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done | marvelous things,
   whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
  2O Lord, you have made | known your victory,
   you have revealed your righteousness  

 in the sight | of the nations.
  3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness  

to the | house of Israel;
   all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
  4Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands;
   lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.           Refrain
  5Sing to the Lord | with the harp,
   with the harp and the | voice of song.
  6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
   shout with joy before the | king, the Lord.
  7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
   the world and those who | dwell therein.
  8Let the rivers | clap their hands,
   and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  

 who comes to | judge the earth.
  9The Lord will judge the | world with righteousness
   and the peo- | ples with equity.            Refrain
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Second Reading  1 John 5:1–6
  A reading from First John.
  1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 

God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this 
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that 
we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. 
And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who 
is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus 
is the Son of God?

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 
with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the 
Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

  

Gospel  John 15:9–17
  The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
  [Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 

you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things 
to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
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complete.
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as 

I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did 
not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.”

  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  Pastor Caitlin Trussell

Hymn of the Day    ELW 656: Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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Nicene Creed  We believe in one God,
   the Father, the Almighty,
   maker of heaven and earth,
   of all that is, seen and unseen.
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
   the only Son of God,
   eternally begotten of the Father,
   God from God, Light from Light,
   true God from true God,
   begotten, not made,
   of one Being with the Father;
   through him all things were made.
   For us and for our salvation
    he came down from heaven,
    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
    and became truly human.
	 	 	 	 For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;
	 	 	 	 he	suffered	death	and	was	buried.
    On the third day he rose again
    in accordance with the scriptures;
    he ascended into heaven
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living 
     and the dead,
    and his kingdom will have no end.
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
	 	 	 	 and	glorified,
   who has spoken through the prophets.
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
  After each petition:
  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Peace  Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Offering 
Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger help support mothers 
around the world and in the U.S. with food assistance, micro-
loans, and water and farming projects.

  “Ubi Caritas”     –Maurice Duruflé
   AVE
  Where charity and love are, God is there. 
  Christ’s love has gathered us into one. 
  Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him. 
  Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 
  And may we love each other with a sincere heart. Amen.

Offertory Prayer  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to 
your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with 
us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
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  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise . . . we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:

  

Eucharistic Prayer  Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from 

age to age.
  Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
  Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus.
  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
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  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
  In the night in which he was betrayed,
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
  Do this for the remembrance of me.
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
  and gave it for all to drink, saying:
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
  Do this for the remembrance of me.
  O God of resurrection and new life:
  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
  and on these gifts of bread and wine.
  Bless this feast.
  Grace our table with your presence.
  Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
  Raise us up as the Body of Christ for the world.
  Breathe new life into us. 
  Send us forth burning with justice, peace, and love.
  We praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 

forever.
  Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
    on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread;
  and forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
  and lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom,
   and the power, and the glory,
   forever and ever. Amen.
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Holy Communion  We are connected by the Holy Spirit to God and to each other 
across time and place through our baptisms. In this same 
Spirit, we share bread and wine with confidence in Christ’s real 
presence with us in the sacrament of Holy Communion. If you 
are worshiping with us on livestream, you may use bread or 
crackers and wine or juice from your home. We invite you to 
share this bread of life and cup of blessing as we all are one in 
Christ. We will receive Communion together after the singing of 
the Lamb of God.

  

Prayer after Communion
  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have 

put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all 
people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Blessing  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of 
wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 
Jesus. The God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy 
Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Song  ELW 836: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

  

Dismissal  Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
  Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Postlude   Improvisation on “Ode to Joy”     –Daniel Romero 
   Daniel Romero, organ
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Sunday Worship—In-Person or 
Livestreamed
Join Augustana on our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/
augustanadenver/) or YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8QQ4ybjC4GuBH_mdvVRCdA) 
for worship livestreamed every Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Visit Augustana’s 
website (www.augustanadenver.org) 
for downloadable worship resources 
and past worship videos.
Please visit www.augustanadenver.org/
worship/ for news and registration for 
in-person worship starting in May!

Faith Formation for Children and 
Youth
Faith Formation for grades PreK–12 
will meet under the tent in Augustana’s 
Courtyard, 9:15–10 a.m. on Sundays 
through May 16, 2021.

Online Coffee Hour
Join us for coffee and conversation 
via Zoom, Sundays, 10–10:30 a.m. 
Sign up here to access the Zoom 
link through our weekly email, the 
Augustana ePistle. 

Listen to Dial-a-Care!
Listen to a 3-minute devotion recorded 
daily by Augustana staff and members 
(303-996-2733).
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