
	 	 Welcome to worship during the Sundays of Advent! Advent is 
about the “coming days” and is loaded with expectation in the 
Bible readings—akin to Mary’s pregnant expectation before Jesus’ 
birth. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for 
David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to 
stand before the Son of Man.” With our ancient siblings in the faith, 
we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, 
a second coming, and the advent of Christ in Word and Holy 
Communion in worship today.

		  In compliance with the latest public health mandate from the City 
of Denver, face masks are required for everyone over two years old as 
we continue to promote safe worship at Augustana. We will not seek 
to verify vaccination status prior to worship services. 

		  Please note regarding increased seating for worship: Every other 
pew has one cushion in the middle of the pew. This is open for 
seating when all the aisle seats are filled. Safe self spacing is 
encouraged as we continue to seek reduced risk of exposure to any 
viruses during our worship services. Thank you for observing the 
DO NOT SIT HERE signage at the ends of these middle-seating-only 
pews.  

		  Sign the worship slip and place it in the offering plate so that 
hospitality, prayer, and pastoral care may be kept up to date.

		  WiFi use: All the bandwidth possible is needed to livestream the 10:30 
worship service. Please turn your cell phone off, turn off the WiFi, or 
put it in airplane mode while the service is going on. Thank you!

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021  |  8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

5000 East Alameda Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80246

PHONE: 303-388-4678
FAX: 303-388-1338
WEB: www.augustanadenver.org
E-MAIL: info@augustanadenver.org
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Prelude      “Matin” and “Psalm”     –Gordon Young

Welcome

The assembly stands.
Confession and Forgiveness
		  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins.
		  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who inspires with 

wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills us with peace. Amen.
		  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
		  Silence is kept for reflection.
		  God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we 

confess our sin before you. We fail to believe that your good 
news is for us. We falter in our care of creation. We find our 
sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from 
ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away 
from your love. Forgive us, Holy One, and assure us again of 
your transforming grace. Amen.

		  God, in Christ Jesus, enfolds you in grace, and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit,  your sins are forgiven. You are 
strengthened anew to follow the way of peace. Amen.

Gathering Song    ELW 256: Comfort, Comfort Now My People
	 10:30 a.m.	 Please turn toward the back of the sanctuary as the processional 

cross enters, and turn toward the front of the sanctuary as the cross 
passes you.
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Greeting		  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day		
		  Let us pray.
		  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 

With your abundant grace and might, free us 
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive 
you in joy and serve you always, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath    ELW 257: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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First Reading    Micah 5:2–5a
		  A reading from Micah.
		  2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
			   who are one of the little clans of Judah,
		  from you shall come forth for me
			   one who is to rule in Israel,
		  whose origin is from of old,
			   from ancient days.
		  3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
			   when she who is in labor has brought forth;
		  then the rest of his kindred shall return
			   to the people of Israel.
		  4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 

Lord,
			   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
		  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
			   to the ends of the earth;
		  5aand he shall be the one of peace.
		  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Hymn    ELW 265: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
		  Stanza 1: Cantor, Stanzas 2–4: All

		

Second Reading    Hebrews 10:5–10
		  A reading from Hebrews.
		  5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
			   “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
				    but a body you have prepared for me;



7

			   6in burnt offerings and sin offerings
				    you have taken no pleasure.
			   7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
				    (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
		  8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken 

pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and 
sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he 
added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first 
in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.

		  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation	 The assembly stands.
		  ELW 239: Hark, the Glad Sound!
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Gospel    Luke 1:39–56 
		  The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
		  39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 

Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.” 

		  46And Mary said, 
			   “My soul magnifies the Lord,
				    47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
			   48for he has looked with favor 
			   on the lowliness of his servant.
				    Surely, from now on all generations 
				    will call me blessed;
			   49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
				    and holy is his name.
			   50His mercy is for those who fear him
				    from generation to generation.
			   51He has shown strength with his arm;
				    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 
				    of their hearts.
			   52He has brought down the powerful 
			   from their thrones,
				    and lifted up the lowly;
			   53he has filled the hungry with good things,
				    and sent the rich away empty.
			   54He has helped his servant Israel,
				    in remembrance of his mercy,
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			   55according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
				    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
		  56And Mary remained with her about three months and then 

returned to her home.
		  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
					     The assembly is seated.

Children’s Sermon    10:30 a.m. Deacon Shanna VanderWel

Sermon    Pastor Caitlin Trussell
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					     The assembly stands.
Hymn of the Day    Holden Evening Prayer: The Magnificat
	 Cantor:	 An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman 

whose name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly 
favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his 
name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And 
Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.”

		
		  Stanza 3, next page
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Prayers of Intercession
		  After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Peace		  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
		  You may share a sign of peace with the peace sign or a wave or a 

hand over your heart.

The assembly is seated.
Offering 	

Each Sunday many volunteers are needed to make ministry happen during 
worship, faith formation, and fellowship. Our offering helps support the work 
of Julie MacDougall, our Administrator of Volunteer Ministry.

	   8 a.m.	 Meditation on “Creator of the Stars of Night”     –Alec Rowley
			   Andrew Peters, organ

	 10:30 a.m.	 “This Christmastide”     –Donald Fraser
			   Chancel Choir

The assembly stands.
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Offering Song    ELW 242: Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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Offering Prayer		
		  God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our 

hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare 
the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving	

		
		  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise . . . we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer
		  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
		  Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
		  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
		  Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
		  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
		  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
		  Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
		  In the night in which he was betrayed,
		  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
		  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
		  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
		  Do this for the remembrance of me.
		  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
		  and gave it for all to drink, saying:
		  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
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		  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
		  Do this for the remembrance of me.
		  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
		  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
		  With this bread and cup
		  we remember your Word dwelling among us,
		  full of grace and truth.
		  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
		  We look with hope for his coming.
		  Come, Lord Jesus.
		  Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
		  Come among us.
		  Bless this meal.
		  May your Word take flesh in us.
		  Come, Holy Spirit.
		  All praise and glory are yours,
		  Holy Trinity, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer		 Our Father, who art in heaven,
			   hallowed be thy name,
			   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
				    on earth as it is in heaven.
		  Give us this day our daily bread;
		  and forgive us our trespasses,
			   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
		  and lead us not into temptation,
			   but deliver us from evil.
		  For thine is the kingdom,
			   and the power, and the glory,
			   forever and ever. Amen.
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Holy Communion 		 The assembly is seated.
		  We are connected by the Holy Spirit to God and to each other across 

time and place through our baptisms. In this same Spirit, we share 
bread and wine with confidence in Christ’s real presence with us 
in the sacrament of Holy Communion. If you are worshiping with 
us on livestream, you may use bread or crackers and wine or juice 
from your home. We invite you to share this bread of life and cup 
of blessing as we all are one in Christ. We will receive Communion 
together after the singing of the Lamb of God.

	
		  “Prepare Thyself, Zion”     –Johann S. Bach
			   Keith Williamson, bass solo

The assembly stands.
Blessing after Communion
		  May the body and blood of Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
		  Most High God, you have come among us at this 

table. By the Spirit’s power, make us bearers 
of your word, sharing your gifts of mercy and 
grace with all, through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.

Blessing		  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ 
Jesus for whom we wait. Amen.
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Sending Song    ELW 267: Joy to the World
	 10:30 a.m.	 Please turn and face the processional cross as it leaves the sanctuary, 

facing the back of the sanctuary for the dismissal.
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Dismissal		  Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.

Postlude     Toccata on “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”     –Gordon Young



Welcome!
•	 How good to have you here! Thanks for 

signing the worship registration slip and 
placing it in the offering plate. 

•	 Large-print copies of the service 
bulletin are available from Augustana’s 
ushers.

•	 Children are welcome in worship! 
Children’s bulletins and crayons are 
available on Augustana’s entrance 
tables. Just outside of Christ Chapel and 
on either side of the sanctuary there are 
activity bags for children. Please return 
the bags when worship is finished. 
Childcare is available in the nursery for 
newborns through children age 5.

•	 For a copy of this morning’s sermon, 
inquire in Augustana’s office.

•	 Secure online gifts may be made 
through the Giving page at Augustana’s 
website, www.augustanadenver.org. You 
can also text message your offering to 
303-653-9592.

•	 Faith Formation for all children and 
youth is available Sundays, 9–10 a.m., in 
the education building. Adult Forum is 
offered 9:15–10:15 a.m.

•	 Welcome to coffee and cookies, 9–10:30 
a.m., in Fellowship Hall.

•	 Restrooms are located downstairs 
beneath the west entrance; 
handicapped accessible restrooms are 
on the east side of the sanctuary in the 
hallway behind the chancel.

•	 An elevator is available at the Fairfax 
Street entrance.

•	 Handicapped parking and entrances are 
available at the Fairfax Street and Elm 
Street entrances. Additional parking 
is available on the south side of the 
building. 

•	 The Ammerman Library is open and 
staffed every Sunday.

•	 Please make sure your cell phones are 
silenced during worship.

•	 Parents, for the safety and well-being of 
all our children, we ask that you attend 
your children at all times.

•	 If you would like to leave your bulletin 
for recycling, please place it at the end 
of the pew.

Mission Statement
Celebrating God’s grace, we welcome 
everyone to worship Jesus, grow in faith, 
and go serve in the world.

Worship
•	 Worship in person at 8 a.m. in Christ 

Chapel or at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. 
•	 Join Augustana on our Facebook 

page (www.facebook.com/
augustanadenver/) or YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8QQ4ybjC4GuBH_mdvVRCdA) for 
worship livestreamed every Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. Visit Augustana’s website 
(www.augustanadenver.org) for 
downloadable worship resources and 
past worship videos.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbWRbjAWHLxUXO6Bp-F6m8cKXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxxHwivRwm9GUdMx2eoIkOXI=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbWRbjAWHLxUXO6Bp-F6m8cKXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxxHwivRwm9GUdMx2eoIkOXI=&ver=3


Worship Ministries
Advent Wreath:
	 8 a.m.	 VanderWel Family
	 10:30 a.m.	 Leos Family
Altar Guild: 
	 December	 Bill & Rhonda Crossen
Bus Driver:		  Tim Libby
Cantor:		  Keith Williamson
Coffee Hour:	Julie MacDougall
Communion:
	 8 a.m.	 Jim Gustad
	 10:30 a.m.	 Katherine Cruson 

Karen Bourg
Communion Linens:
	 December	 Margaret Aarestad
Library:		  Linda Crow
Livestream Assistant:
		  Paul Blanchard
Prayers:		  Julie Shellhorn
Reader:		  Kisanet Yohannes
Ushers:
	 10:30 a.m.	 Emmett Cruson 

Orvid Olson

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #26527.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Staff
Senior Pastor: Ann Hultquist
Pastor: Caitlin Trussell
Director of Youth and Family Ministry: 

Shanna VanderWel 
Nursery Director: Amy Hamik
Faith Community Nurse:  

Sue Ann Glusenkamp

Minister of Music and Organist:  
Andrew Peters

Chancel Choir Director: Kevin Padworski
AVE: Emily Murdock, Leslie Remmert 

Soich, Blake Nawa`a, Keith Williamson
Choristers and Cantabile Director:  

Angela Howard
Finance Administrator: Lisa Mikolajczak
Publications Administrator: Lyn 

Goodrum
Administrator of Volunteer Ministry and 

Building Use: Julie MacDougall
Livestream Technician: Emily Friesen
Building and Grounds Manager:  

Asmir Hodzic
Custodian: Andrija Malbasa
Wedding Coordinators: Ellen Kastens, 

Amy Tamminga, Erin Saboe Willoughby
Augustana Early Learning Center 

Director: Wendie Edwards
President of the Congregation:  

Michael Zumwalt

Office Hours: 
	 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Monday–Friday
Augustana Early Learning Center:  

303-388-7012
Prayer Network for Critical Illness and 

Emergencies: 303-388-4678


