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Prelude    Hymn Selections
 Andrew Peters, organ

Welcome

Gathering Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered 
to worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before 
God our sister Alma, to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our 
merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief.
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Thanksgiving for Baptism
 When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. 

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

 Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of 
the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you.

 Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all 
humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we 
praise you.  
We praise you.

 Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our 
sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you.  
We worship you.

 To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.  
Amen.

Hymn    ELW 838: Beautiful Savior
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Greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
 And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
 O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister, 

Alma. We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love as a 
companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, 
console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been 
swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may 
live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our 
heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

A Life Remembered

Hymn    ELW 504: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Psalm    Psalm 23

 1The Lord is my shepherd;
  I shall not be in want.
 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
  and leads me beside still waters.
 3You restore my soul, O Lord,
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
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 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I shall fear no evil;

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Hymn    LBW 467: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
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Reading    Luke 1:46–55

 A reading from Luke.

 46And Mary said,
 “My soul magnifies the Lord,
  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
  and holy is his name.
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 50His mercy is for those who fear him
  from generation to generation.
 51He has shown strength with his arm;
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
  and lifted up the lowly;
 53he has filled the hungry with good things,
  and sent the rich away empty.
 54He has helped his servant Israel,
  in remembrance of his mercy,
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel    John 3:1–36

 The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

 1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, 
I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and 
be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things?
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 11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

 16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

 17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who 
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into 
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the 
light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is 
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.”

 22After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, 
and he spent some time there with them and baptized. 23John also was 
baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and 
people kept coming and were being baptized 24— John, of course, had not 
yet been thrown into prison.

 25Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and 
a Jew. 26They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with 
you across the Jordan, to whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all 
are going to him.” 27John answered, “No one can receive anything except 
what has been given from heaven. 28You yourselves are my witnesses 
that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ 
29He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, 
who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. 
For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I must 
decrease.”



10

 31The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth 
belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes 
from heaven is above all. 32He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet 
no one accepts his testimony. 33Whoever has accepted his testimony has 
certified this, that God is true. 34He whom God has sent speaks the words 
of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35The Father loves the Son 
and has placed all things in his hands. 36Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure 
God’s wrath.

 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon    Pastor Ann Hultquist

Solo    “The Holy City”     –Stephen Adams
 Blake Nawa`a, tenor solo

Apostles’ Creed
  I believe in God, the Father almighty,
   creator of heaven and earth.

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary,
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified, died, and was buried;
   he descended to the dead.
   On the third day he rose again;
   he ascended into heaven,
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
   the holy catholic church,
   the communion of saints,
   the forgiveness of sins,
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   the resurrection of the body,
   and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers   To each petition the assembly responds:
  God of mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, who art in heaven,
  hallowed be thy name,
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom,
  and the power, and the glory,
  forever and ever. Amen.

Commendation
 Let us commend Alma to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.

 Silence is kept.

 Into your hands, holy God, we commend our sister Alma. In this life, 
through the waters of baptism, you embraced her with your tender love; 
now bid her to enter eternal rest. Welcome her into your paradise, where 
there will be no more sorrow, no weeping or pain, but where she will 
enjoy the fullness of peace and joy in your presence, forever and ever. 
Amen.
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Hymn    ELW 422: For All the Saints
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Sending  Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ. Amen.

Postlude    “Finale” from Symphony I     –Louis Vierne
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Alma Jean Flory
April 19, 1946–March 9, 2022

Alma was born in Akron, Ohio, April 
19, 1946. Her parents were Walter and 
Leone Marsh. She lived in Kenmore, a 
suburb of Akron. She graduated from 
Kenmore High School in 1964. She 
graduated from Akron University in 
1970 with a degree in history. She went 
on to get her Master’s Degree in history. 
She was a member in the high school 
and college marching bands and played 
the flute. She was a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Akron and was 
active in the Luther League.

We started dating in the fall of 1966. 
After six and a half years of knowing 
each other, we were married on July 
24, 1971, in Firestone Methodist Park 
Church in Akron. I had joined the Air 
Force on July 21, 1969, and was assigned 
to Whiteman Air Force Base in Knob 
Noster, Missouri. We lived there until 
June 1975.

Our next assignment was to Offutt Air 
Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska. She was 
an active member in the officers’ wives 
club. We attended Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church in Omaha. While were 
we there, our son, John Andrew, was 
born on April 1, 1978.

Our next assignment was to Grand Forks 
North Dakota Air Force Base, in April 
1980. We then left there in September 
1981 and relocated to Denver. We joined 
Augustana Lutheran Church in 1982 and 
have been members ever since.

We have served communion many 
times over the years. She had served for 
20 years in the nursery taking care of 
the young children. She often told me 
when someone graduated high school, 
“I remember attending to them in the 
nursery.”

Alma was a wonderful, warm and caring 
lady and was loved by many people 
over the years. Son John and I will miss 
her dearly. We know that we will be 
all together again in the future. What 
joyous day that will be!
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Inurnment
Augustana Memorial Garden 

Denver, Colorado

The committal will be held in  
the Memorial Garden at a later date.

Memorial may be designated to
Augustana Lutheran Church 

5000 E. Alameda Ave. 
Denver, CO 80246

You are invited
to greet the family at a reception

in Fellowship Hall
following the committal.

Worship Leaders
Preacher: Pastor Ann Hultquist
Presider: Pastor Caitlin Trussell

Organist: Andrew Peters
Soloist: Blake Nawa`a

Ushers: Emmett Cruson, Orvid Olson
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