
  Welcome to worship at Augustana during the season of Lent. In the early church, Lent was a 
time of intense preparation for those who would be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This focus on the 
meaning of faith in Christ is still at the heart of our Lenten journey. This year’s Gospel readings 
introduce us to people who were changed by their encounters with Jesus. We too are invited to meet 
Jesus in the Word and Sacraments as we worship together.

   

  

Rise and ing Again

  Worship Art and Lenten Theme
  Our worship spaces during Lent are graced by beautiful, psalmic banners created by Ken Phillips, 

local textile and liturgical artist. The banners in the sanctuary are in order counterclockwise from 
the first one by the pulpit. The 11th banner by the baptismal font contains our Lenten Theme: 
Rise and Sing Again. The sanctuary banners were created in 2021, while the banners appearing 
during the weeks of Lent in Christ Chapel were created for Augustana to complement the original 
banners. The Chapel banners feature prayers on the low end and God’s response at the top. The 
banner closest to the altar in the sanctuary includes the Latin phrase “De Profundis Clamavi Ad 
Te Domine” from Psalm 130. The English translation is “Out of the depths I have cried to you, O 
Lord.”

  Many thanks to the Augustana Foundation for the grant to rent Ken’s artwork during Lent.

  Sign the worship slip and place it in the offering plate so that hospitality, prayer, and pastoral care 
may be kept up to date.
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Prelude    “Prelude in B-flat Major,” op. 16, no. 2     –Clara Schumann 

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness  The assembly stands.
  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins.

  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains 
us with the gift of grace. Amen.

  Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

  Silence is kept for reflection. The people may kneel.

  Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust 
your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than 
steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over 
compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life.
Amen.

  Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may 
receive life. God embraces you with divine mercy,  forgives you in Christ’s name, and 
revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.

Gathering Hymn    ELW 321: Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church OLD 124TH

  Please turn toward the back of the sanctuary as the processional cross enters, and turn toward the 
front of the sanctuary as the cross passes you.
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Greeting  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.
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Kyrie        WAYFARING STRANGER
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  During Lent we don’t sing the Hymn of Praise.
 
Prayer of the Day
  Let us pray.  

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as 
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up 
your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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First Reading    Genesis 12:1–4a 

  A reading from Genesis.

  1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

  4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.

  Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm    Psalm 121: PH 234: I to the Hills DUNDEE

  

Second Reading    Romans 4:1–5, 13–17 

  A reading from Romans.

  1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For 
if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 
3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 
reckoned as righteousness.

  13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
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  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

  Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
Gospel Acclamation  

  

Gospel    John 3:1–17

  The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

  1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jewish people. 2He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown 
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water 
and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not 
be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things?

  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes 
in him may have eternal life.

  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.”

  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
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Anthem    “Grant, O God, Your Blessing”     –Michael Bedford
  Cherub Choir; Lisa Bickle and Sharon Schillereff, handbells

  Grant, O God, your blessing on us as we pray.
  Grant, O God, your blessing on us all this day.

  Just as Jesus prayed to you in the wilderness, 
  let us pray every day; hear, O Lord, and bless.

  For the things that we do wrong, please, O God, forgive.
  Help us all, great and small, live as Jesus lived. Amen.

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon    Pastor Ann Hultquist

 The assembly stands.
Hymn of the Day    ACS 1034: When It Seems the Day Will End HUMBLE WALK

 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705796.
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      The assembly is seated.
Holy Baptism  Rejoice with Jonathan English Finke, son of Joshua and Elizabeth Finke, in his baptism. 

Welcome him into Christ’s family today! Jonathan’s sponsors are Cynthia and Edgar Brown.

   Presentation  In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; 
by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the 
church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in 
faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

  Promises are made by the parents, the sponsors, and the assembly.

   Profession of Faith    The assembly stands.
  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
  We renounce them.

  Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
  We renounce them.

  Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
  We renounce them.

  Do you believe in God the Father?
  I believe in God, the Father almighty,
   creator of heaven and earth.

  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary,
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified, died, and was buried;
   he descended to the dead.
   On the third day he rose again;
   he ascended into heaven,
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
   the holy catholic church,
   the communion of saints,
   the forgiveness of sins,
   the resurrection of the body,
   and the life everlasting. Amen.

    Thanksgiving at the Font
  The Lord be with you. And also with you.

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

  We give you thanks . . . in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
      The assembly is seated.
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  The candidate is baptized.

  Let us pray.
  We give you thanks . . . joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

   Welcome  Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 

  Please stand as we sing a word of welcome to the newly baptized.

AR HYD Y NOS

  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705796.

Prayers of Intercession
  After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Peace   The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

  You may share a sign of peace with the peace sign or a wave or a hand over your heart.
The assembly is seated.

Offering 

Health Ministry at Augustana provides caring and education to our 
congregation and the community. Your giving supports Sue Ann 
Glusenkamp, our Faith Community Nurse, and this ministry. 
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  “God So Loved the World”     –Franz Joseph Haydn
   Chancel Choir

  God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.
  Whosoever believes in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.
  God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
  but that the world through him might be saved.

–John 3:16–17

The assembly stands.
Offering Response    ELW 188: Create in Me a Clean Heart

  

Offering Prayer
  God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you 
pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
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Eucharistic Prayer
  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.
  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
  who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
  who preached good news to the poor,
  and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

  In the night in which he was betrayed,
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
  Do this for the remembrance of me.

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
  and gave it for all to drink, saying:
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
  Do this for the remembrance of me.

  Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
  we await his coming in glory.

  Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
  and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
  the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
  to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
  be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

  

Holy Communion     The assembly is seated.
  All are welcome to receive Holy Communion this morning. We share this meal with confidence in 

Christ’s real presence with us in this sacrament. All the bread used is gluten-free, and both wine 
and grape juice are available in the tray of glasses. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of 
the sacrament, please cross your arms when you come forward. (If you are worshiping with us on 
livestream, you may use bread or crackers and wine or juice from your home.) 

  If you have difficulty coming forward, please tell an usher, and Communion will be brought to you. 
We will receive Communion together after the singing of the Lamb of God.
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  ACS 921: Return to God RETURN TO GOD
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  “Bread of Heaven”     –David Ashley White
   Augustana Vocal Ensemble

  Bread of heaven, on thee we feed: for thy Flesh is meat indeed:  
ever may our souls be fed with this true and living Bread;  
day by day with strength supplied through the life of Him who died.

  Vine of heaven, thy Blood supplies this blest cup of sacrifice;  
Lord, thy wounds our healing give, to thy cross we look and live:  
Jesu, may we ever be grafted, rooted, built in thee.

–Josiah Conder
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Blessing after Communion The assembly stands.
  May the body and blood of Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in God’s grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
  Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to 
hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 
Amen.

Blessing  God, the giver of love,  Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the 
Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

Sending Hymn    ELW 793: Be Thou My Vision SLANE

  Please turn and face the processional cross as it leaves the sanctuary, facing the back of the 
sanctuary for the dismissal.
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Dismissal  Go in peace. Serve in love.
  Thanks be to God.

Postlude    “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”     –anonymous
  Kirsten Daniel, saxophone

  Candles for the Christ Chapel altar lamp this month are given in memory of Dorothy and 
Louis Toscano by their daughters, Karen Yeager and family and Debbie Dorn and family.



Welcome!
• How good to have you here! Thanks for 

signing the worship registration slip and 
placing it in the offering plate. 

• Large-print copies of the service bulletin 
are available from Augustana’s ushers.

• Children are welcome in worship! 
Children’s bulletins and crayons are 
available on Augustana’s entrance tables. 
Just outside of Christ Chapel and on 
either side of the sanctuary there are 
activity bags for children. Please return 
the bags when worship is finished. 
Childcare is available in the nursery, 
9 a.m.–noon, for newborns through 
children age 5, and the Cozy Corner is 
available to parents at the west sanctuary 
entrance. Changing tables are available 
in the men’s bathroom and in the family 
bathroom on this floor.

• Faith Formation for all children and 
youth is available Sundays, 9:30–
10:15 a.m., in the education building. 
Adult Forum is offered 9:15–10:15 a.m.

• For a copy of this morning’s sermon, 
inquire in Augustana’s office.

• Secure online gifts may be made through 
the Giving page at Augustana’s website, 
augustanadenver.org. You can also text 
message your offering to 303-653-9592.

• Restrooms are located downstairs 
beneath the west entrance; handicapped 
accessible restrooms are on the east side 
of the sanctuary in the hallway behind 
the chancel.

• An elevator is available at the Fairfax 
Street entrance.

• Handicapped parking and entrances are 
available at the Fairfax Street and Elm 
Street entrances. Additional parking 
is available on the south side of the 
building. 

• The Ammerman Library is open and 
staffed every Sunday.

• Please make sure your cell phones are 
silenced during worship.

• Parents, for the safety and well-being of 
all our children, we ask that you attend 
your children at all times.

• If you would like to leave your bulletin 
for recycling, please place it at the end of 
the pew.
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