


All unrestricted special gifts and bequests will be distributed as follows (unless a donor specifies otherwise): 
• On an annual basis, the first $100,000 of unrestricted gifts will be retained by the church for general operating

purposes.
• After that amount is received, and for the duration of the Welcome 150 Campaign to renew Augustana's facilities

and ministries, 10% of any unrestricted gift will go to the general operating funds of the church, not to exceed
$100,000, and the remainder to the Welcome 150 campaign. Once the campaign goals are achieved, the 90%
portion will fund a Building Maintenance Fund for ongoing support of the building and grounds.

Appraisals and Legal Fees. It will be the responsibility of the donor to secure and pay for the costs of any appraisals 
(where needed) or the advice and service of their independent counsel. 

Refusal. The Church reserves the right to refuse any gift if: 
• it believes it is not in the best interest of the donor.
• it is likely that it will place other assets of the church at risk, cause undue burden on the organization, or if the gift

cannot be readily converted into assets that fall within the organization's investment guidelines.
• it is aware that the donor, a member of the donor's family or any donor advisor will receive any material benefit,

directly or indirectly from the gift, or if accepting such a gift would constitute a conflict of interest for the Church.
• the donor's specified intent is illegal, immoral, impractical or impossible to meet, or which is contrary to the

mission, beliefs and values of the Church.

Confidentiality All agreements and information concerning gifts shall be held in strict confidence by the Church, subject to 
legally authorized and enforceable requests. 

Acknowledgements. The Church will send acknowledgements for gifts to all donors or their personal representatives in a 
timely manner. While not necessarily confirming whether all or part of the gift complies with IRS deduction requirements, 
these acknowledgements may state: 

• The cash or appraised value of the gift and who determined it.
• Any restrictions for use, or designated expenditure requested by the donor; and, if appropriate,
• Whether or not the gift or any part of the gift is revocable.

Naming Rights. The Church strives to make every donor and prospective donor feel valued, involved in, and inspired by its 
mission and ministries. Unless a donor requests otherwise, all Church donors are respectfully recognized and celebrated. 
Naming opportunities may be created for special projects with approval of the Congregational Council. 

Adopted by the Congregational Council of Augustana Lutheran Church at its regularly called meeting on Tuesday, January 
21, 2025. 


