
 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
November 16, 2025  |  8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 1 
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  Welcome to worship in the autumn season. In our hemisphere, 

autumn is the season of reaping, gathering, and storing the things 
that have been grown. As a faith community, we are rooted in the 
love of Jesus, nourished by Godʼs abundance, and cultivated by a 
Spirit of welcome. Whether youʼve worshiped here for years or are 
just starting to visit, youʼll find a place where all are embraced, 
where hearts are open, and where service and compassion take root 
and flourish. 

 
 
  Our 10:30 a.m. worship is livestreamed weekly, especially to include 

our home-centered members who cannot join us in person. 
Celebrating our public worship, we also protect our kids in real time 
on livestream by redirecting the cameras to other views during 
childrenʼs time and communion.  

  Sign the worship slip and place it in the offering plate so that 
hospitality, prayer, and pastoral care may be kept up to date. 

 

Prelude    “Hózhó”      –Connor Chee 
  David Vogels, organ 
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  Composerʼs Note: This piece was inspired by the traditional Diné 
(Navajo) concept of Hózhó, often translated as ʻbalance and 
beauty.ʼ 

Welcome 
 

  GATHERING   
 

The assembly stands. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. The people may kneel. 
  Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet 

we stray from your paths. We do not embrace the freedom of 
your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit 
the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses 
instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, 
restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us 
to new life. Amen. 

  Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, in Christ 
Jesus  your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you are set free. Amen. 
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 10:30 a.m.   Please turn toward the back of the sanctuary as the processional 
cross enters, and turn toward the front of the sanctuary as the cross 
passes you. 

 

Gathering Hymn    ELW 796: How Firm a Foundation  FOUNDATION     
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Greeting  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

  Let us pray. 
  O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 

without you nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with 
you as our ruler and guide, we may live 
through what is temporary without losing 
what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

   The assembly is seated. 
 

Anthem    10:30 a.m. “Christ is the Worldʼs True Light”      
–arr. Samuel Walter; Hymn tune ST. JOAN 

  Cantabile  
  Christ is the worldʼs true light, its Captain of salvation, 
  the Daystar clear and bright of every land and nation; 
  new life, new hope awakes, where ere men own his sway: 
  freedom her bondage breaks, and night is turned to day. 
  In Christ all races meet, their ancient feuds forgetting, 
  the whole round world complete, from sunrise to its setting: 
  when Christ is throned as Lord, all shall forsake their fear, 
  to plough-share beat the sword, to pruning hook the spear. 
  One Lord, in one great name unite us all who own thee; 
  cast out our pride and shame that hinder to enthrone thee; 
  the world has waited long, has travailed long in pain; 
  to heal its ancient wrong, come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 
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Children’s Time    10:30 a.m.  
 
 

  WORD   
 

First Reading    Malachi 4:1–2a 

  A reading from Malachi. 
  1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 

arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes 
shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my 
name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its 
wings. 

  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm    Psalm 98 
 Antiphon:  (sung by choir) In righteousness will the Lord judge the world. 

 
  Bold verses are sung by all using the tone above. 
  1 Sing a new song to the LORD,  

who has done | marvelous things, 
   whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
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  2 O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
   you have revealed your righteousness  

 in the sight | of the nations. 
  3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness  

to the | house of Israel; 
   all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
  4 Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 
   lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.          Antiphon 
  5 Sing to the LORD | with the harp, 
   with the harp and the | voice of song. 
  6 With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
   shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 
  7 Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
   the world and those who | dwell therein. 
  8 Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
   and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who 

comes to | judge the earth. 
  9 The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 
   and the peo- | ples with equity.           Antiphon 
 

Second Reading    2 Thessalonians 3:6–13 
  A reading from Second Thessalonians. 
  6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or 
sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition 
that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you 
ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were 
with you, 8 and we did not eat anyoneʼs bread without paying 
for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that 
we might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do 
not have that right but in order to give you an example to 
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imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we 
hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere 
busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we 
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work 
quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do 
not be weary in doing what is right. 

  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands. 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
 
 Cantor: Stand up and | raise your heads,*  

because your redemption is | drawing near.   (Luke 21:28) 

  The assembly sings the Alleluia again. 
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Gospel    Luke 21:5–19 
  The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
  5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was 

adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, 
[Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will 
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 

  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be 
the sign that this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware 
that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and 
say, ʻI am he!ʼ and, ʻThe time is near!ʼ Do not go after them. 

  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, 
for these things must take place first, but the end will not 
follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise 
against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be 
great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, 
and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from 
heaven. 

  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute 
you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and 
you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make 
up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I 
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents 
will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed 
even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they 
will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all 
because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 
19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 

  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The assembly is seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Michael Tassler 
  Silence for reflection. 
 

The assembly stands. 

Hymn of the Day    ELW 626: By Gracious Powers TELOS 
  Stanza 1: Cantor  |  Stanzas 2–5: Assembly  
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Apostles’ Creed 
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, Godʼs only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
  After each petition:  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Peace   The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
  You are invited to greet one another with these words: “Peace be 

with you.” You may additionally shake hands or place your hand 
over your heart with a small bow to your neighbor. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

  MEAL   
 

Offering 
Current projects through Augustanaʼs Compassion and 
Action with Our Neighbors Ministry include providing 
Thanksgiving gift cards for Warren Village and First 
Step and restocking the shelves of Augustanaʼs 
Sanctuary Soup Shelf and George Washington High 
School Food Pantry. Your offerings support their 
leadership in sharing Godʼs love with our neighbors. 
Thank you! 

 

 

 8 a.m. “Have Mercy upon me, O God”     –Thomas Tomkins 
   Augustana Vocal Ensemble  
  Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness, 
  and according to the multitude of thy mercies, do away all 

mine offences. 
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 10:30 a.m. “My Heart is Longing to Praise My Savior”      
–arr. Leland B. Sateren 

   Chancel Choir 
  My heart is longing to praise my Savior. 
  My heart is longing to praise my Savior,  
  And glorify His name in song and prayer; 
  For He has shown me His wondrous favor  
  And offered me all heavʼn with Him to share. 
  To Thee, adoration. 
  O blessed Jesus, what Thou has given,  
  Thru dying on the cross in bitter pain, 
  Has filled my heart with the peace of heaven; 
  My winterʼs gone and spring is mine again. 
  What blessed joy oʼerflows my spirit, 
  Because Thy wondrous grace was granted me. 
  Thy work complete, that I may inherit 
  At last eternal life in heavʼn with Thee! 
  Eternal life with Thee! 

The assembly stands. 

Offering Response    ELW 182: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26527. 

 

Offering Prayer  
  Let us pray. 
 God of healing and hope, you promise to fill hungry people 

with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these 
your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and 
unite us into the beloved body of Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving  
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  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
  Holy God, mighty and merciful, your mercy endures forever. 
  By your promise you bound yourself to earth  

and all its creatures,  
granting them life and calling them to flourish,  
setting the sign of your rainbow in the clouds,  
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the colors of your love and faithfulness,  
your mercy endures forever. 

  By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old,  
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars,  
showing them steadfast love in every generation  
and calling them to be a light to the nations,  
your mercy endures forever. 

  By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved,  
grafting us into your living Vine,  
and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love, 
your mercy endures forever. 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me.   
  With this bread and cup we remember his life  

laid down and lifted up  
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts  
of bread and wine.  
Make us a sign of your faithfulness.  
Send us to tend the earth and to serve the world  
with mercy and love.  
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With all the saints in light we praise you, O God,  
through Christ Jesus, in your Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion  The assembly is seated. 
  We trust that the love of Christ is truly present in the bread and 

wine of holy communion. All adults, and children of any age with 
parental permission, are welcome to commune—both those present 
in person and on livestream. 
• The ushers will invite you into the center aisle to receive gluten-

free bread from the server.  
• Receive wine (darker color) or grape juice (lighter color) from the 

server, place the empty cup in the basket or empty tray, and 
return to your seat. 

• If you desire a blessing rather than communion, please approach 
the servers with your arms crossed. 
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• If you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform 
an usher so that communion may be brought to you in the pew. 

• When you return to your pew you are invited to kneel or sit as 
you continue to pray and reflect. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
  There is a place for you at Christʼs table. Thanks be to God. 
 

Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Anthem 
  “As pants the hart” HWV 251b     –George Frederic Handel 
   Augustana Vocal Ensemble  
  As pants the hart for cooling streams,  

so longs my soul for thee, O God. 
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Communion Hymn    10:30 a.m. ELW 723: Canticle of the Turning 
STAR OF COUNTY DOWN 

 
continued, next page  
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Blessing after Communion The assembly stands. 
  May the body and blood of Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in Godʼs grace. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
  Let us pray.  
 Generous God, thank you for nourishing us with the bread of 

heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, embolden us to love in Jesusʼ name. Amen. 
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  SENDING   
 

Blessing  The holy Trinity—Father, Son  and Holy Spirit—grant you a 
loving and courageous heart now and forever. Amen. 

 
 10:30 a.m. Please turn and face the processional cross as it leaves the 

sanctuary, facing the back of the sanctuary for the dismissal. 
 

Sending Hymn    ELW 632: O God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE 
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Dismissal Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    “How Firm a Foundation”     –Jean Langlais 
 
  The postlude closes our worship time together. You are welcome to 

listen from your pew, or leave quietly while others are enjoying the 
music. 
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Welcome! 
• How good to have you here! Thanks for 

signing the worship registration slip and 
placing it in the offering plate.  

• Large-print copies of the service bulletin are 
available from Augustanaʼs ushers. 

• You are welcome to have your water bottles 
with you during worship. 

• Activity bags for children are available just 
outside of Christ Chapel. On the south side of 
the Sanctuary, children are welcome to 
borrow items from the Worship & Wiggle 
shelf. Please return the items after worship. 
Childcare is available in the nursery, 9–noon, 
for newborns through children age 5, and the 
Cozy Corner is available to parents at the west 
sanctuary entrance. Changing tables are 
available in the menʼs bathroom and in the 
family bathroom on this floor. 

• Faith Formation for all children and youth is 
available Sundays, 9:30–10:15 a.m., in the 
education building. Adult Forum is offered 
9:15–10:15 a.m. 

• Secure online gifts may be made through the 
Giving page at Augustanaʼs website 
(augustanadenver.org). You can also text 
message your offering to 303-653-9592. 

• From Christ Chapel, restrooms and water 
stations are located at the north end of the 
hallway leading from Christ Chapel. 
Restrooms and water stations are also located 
downstairs beneath the west sanctuary 
entrance; handicapped accessible restrooms 
are on the east side of the sanctuary in the 
hallway behind the chancel. 

• An elevator is available at the Fairfax Street 
entrance. 

• Accessible seating for people with assistive 
health and mobility devices is available on the 
south side of the sanctuary. 

• Handicapped parking and entrances are 
available at the Fairfax Street and Elm Street 
entrances. Additional parking is available on 
the south side of the building.  

• Please make sure your cell phones are 
silenced during worship. 

• Parents, for the safety and well-being of all 
our children, we ask that you attend your 
children at all times. 

• If you would like to leave your bulletin for 
recycling, please place it at the end of the 
pew. 

 

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. 
Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#26527. 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. 
Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Mission Statement 
Celebrating Godʼs grace, we welcome everyone to 
worship Jesus, grow in faith, and go serve in the 
world. 
 

Worship 
• Worship in person at 8 a.m. in Christ Chapel 

or at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  
• Join Augustana on our Facebook page or 

YouTube channel for worship livestreamed 
every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Visit Augustanaʼs 
website (augustanadenver.org) for links, 
downloadable worship resources, and past 
worship recordings. 
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Worship Ministries 
Acolyte: 
 10:30 a.m. Ginny Kusek 
Altar Guild: 
 November Sonja Engebretson 
Bus Driver:  Tim Libby 
Cantor:  Blake Nawa`a 
Communion Bread: 
 November Kent Mueller 
Communion: 
 8 a.m. Estella Logsdon 

Heidi Logsdon 
 10:30 a.m. Katherine Cruson 

Heidi Johnson 
Communion Linens: 
 November Kathy Edstrom 
Crucifer: 
 10:30 a.m. Jack Kusek 
Greeters: 
 10:30 a.m. Karen Morgenthaler 

Michael Quintana 
Livestream Assistant: 
  Charlie Dickinson 
Offering: 
 8 a.m. Jim Dierker 

Jo Martin 
 10:30 a.m. Casey King 

Heather Nelson 
Prayers:  Roger Lipker 
Readers: 
 8 a.m. Mark Caldwell 
 10:30 a.m. Beth Black 
Ushers: 
 8 a.m. Lisa Boe-Sims 

Kirsten Lamphere 
 10:30 a.m. Griffin Brown 
  Robert Brown 
  Emmett Cruson 
  Joy Dillon 
  Jordan Ourada 
  Rosalee Wanchisen  
  Lance Wheeland 

Staff 
Senior Pastor: Caitlin Trussell 
Pastor: Michael Tassler 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry:  

Deacon Shanna VanderWel  
Faith Community Nurse: Amy Gilman 
Interim Music Coordinator: Susan Patterson 
Chancel Choir Director: Kevin Padworski 
Choristers and Cantabile Director:  

Steven Aguiló-Arbues 
Augustana Vocal Ensemble:  

Emily Murdock, Blake Nawa`a,  
Keith Williamson 

Finance Administrator: William Crossen 
Front Office and Membership Coordinator:  

Rich Lamphere 
Publications Administrator: Lyn Goodrum 
AV Technician: Alice Alister  
Facility Manager: Craig Tamminga 
Building and Grounds Manager:  

Asmir Hodzic 
Wedding Coordinators: Ellen Kastens,  

Amy Tamminga, Erin Saboe Willoughby,  
Pam Uyemura 

Augustana Early Learning Center Director: 
Kisanet Yohannes 

President of the Congregation:  
Roger Lipker 

 
Office Hours:  
 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Monday–Friday 
Augustana Early Learning Center:  

303-388-7012 
Please call 303-388-4678 for Critical Illness and 

Emergencies. 
 

 



 


